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PUBLIC HEARING 

FISCAL YEAR 2010/2011 
LOCAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE AMENDMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2010/2011 LOCAL 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP HELD  IN THE CITY  COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY  STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, 
APRIL 5, 2011 AT 7:33 PM. 
 
1) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 

Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt       (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Tency A. Eason       (North Ward)                  ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Linda Jones-Bell        (East-Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr.,    South –Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Rayfield Morton        (At-Large)  ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Donna K. Williams       (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed     (West Ward)  _________  ____X___ 
            Council President 
 
            ALSO PRESENT 
 
 Claude Wallace, Acting Municipal Clerk   ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins., Mayor    _________  ____X___ 
 Dieter Lerch, Budget Consultant            ____X___                    _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legislative Research Officer  ____X___  _________ 
 Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney    ____X___  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator   ____X___  _________ 
 Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office    ____X___  _________ 
 
            PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE  
 
2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine Law” has 

been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published with the Orange 
Transcript on March 31, 2011, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and filed in the Office of 
the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FISCAL YEAR 2010/2011 LOCAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET. 
 
President: I will entertain a Motion and a Second to open the Public Hearing on the amendments to the  
  Fiscal Year 2010/2011 Local Municipal Budget for the City of Orange Township, New  
  Jersey. 
   
  MOTION: Williams                  SECOND: Jones-Bell 
 
  Vice President Marable entertained a Motion to open Public Hearing. 

 
         Motion: Morton                   Second: Corbitt 
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        The Acting Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 

   
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Vice President Marable 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: Council President Abdul-Rasheed  
 

  Vice President Marable ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays,    
   No Abstentions and One Absence.  
 
Clerk:  Council President this is an advertised Public Hearing on the amendments to the Fiscal Year 

2010/2011 Local Municipal Budget for the City of Orange Township, New Jersey.  
  copies have been made available to the public. 
 
President: Anyone who has not secured a copy of the Fiscal Year 2010/2011 Local Municipal Budget 

may do so at this time. 
 

        President: Before opening this hearing I wish to outline the procedure.  Each person desiring to be  
   heard will rise, give his/her name and address before speaking.  I will recognize one  

speaker at a time, in order of rising, as nearly as I can determine.  Address all questions to 
the chair, where necessary, they will be referred to the individual Members of the Governing 
Body, Municipal Officials or Advisors.  Questions must be confined solely to the Local 
Municipal Budget on the amendments  for the Fiscal Year 2010/2011 before us; school or 
county matters are not proper subjects of this hearing and cannot be discussed or answered 
here this evening. 
 

         President: I now declare open the Public Hearing on the Local Municipal Budget for the amendments 
Fiscal Year 2010/2011. 

 
  Council Vice President Marable recognized William R. Lewis  
 

William R. Lewis of 688 Mosswood Avenue began by stating that his comments at this and 
meeting are directed toward the Council not Mr. Lerch.  Mr. Lewis stated that Mr. Lerch 
can only fill request, per the Council’s directive.   Mr. Lewis recommended the Council table 
the resolution for to amend the budget, as there are discrepancies.  He stated there are 
especially a number of discrepancies with respect to page 11.  Mr. Lewis advised the council 
to take a look at resolution 99 – 2010 where they closed out the FY10 budget because the 
amount to be raised by taxes was $32,000,000.  Mr. Lewis stated that he cannot figure out the 
gap, as they had gone from 32,000,000 to 34,000,000.  Mr. Lewis stated that Council is 
suppose to represent the people and they need to know what the increase will be.  Mr. Lewis 
then suggested that the Council look at the bottom line and go three percent over what they 
had last year.   
 
Mr. Lewis suggested the Council take a look at the previous resolution (99-2010) and 
compare to it to this year’s proposed budget amendments, in order to find their answer; if 
there is an answer to be found. 
 
Council Vice President Marable recognized Jeffrey Feld 
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Jeffrey Feld of 268 Main Street stated that he wanted to reiterate some procedural concerns 
he had.  Mr. Feld stated that Councilman Morton was absent the night six council members 
voted to cut the police budget, fire budget, and to invade the tax reserve of $400,000.  Mr. 
Feld stated with respect to resolution 71a, it is his belief that Council is acting on something 
dated April 5th,which had already taken place on March 21st.  Mr. Feld stated that he has not 
received a response to a series of questions asked on March 15th; and he has filed OPRA 
requests but has not yet received a response.  He stated that we’ve had the Financial 
Statement as of June 30th and we need to know how much money has been paid out on tax 
appeals.  Mr. Feld stated that there are cases pending in the State Tax Court and at the 
County Tax Board.  Mr. Feld stated that we need to know how many tax appeals are pending 
in the County Tax Court because there are cases now pending for five years, as per landlords 
he has spoken to.  He then stated, if a judgment is entered against the City in favor of the tax 
payer, we need to pay them, and where is the money. 
 
Mr. Feld stated the following phrase words to make people think and they are as follows: 
 
 Robo Signing (has been associated with Prime Mortgaging) - is the act of people signing 
documents without knowledge as to what they’re doing   
 
Kicking the can down the road (has been associated with Federal Budget) - putting off a 
question until later 
 
Mr. Feld stated, with respect to “Kicking the can down the road”, there were certain 
unfunded liabilities that we had at the last meeting and this one.  Mr. Feld stated, with 
respect to the notice published for the first budget, it shows that we cut full-time employees 
by one hundred and nine employees.  Mr. Feld asked if we owe these people severance, 
accrued vacation and accrued sick time.  He asked if the City owed these people money when 
they were fired or retired; if so where is that money allocated in the budget. 
 
Mr. Feld stated that he submitted an OPRA request with respect to the Judy Rothenberger 
case and was told there is nothing in writing.  He stated that it is the fiduciaries responsibility 
to inform the tax payers what money will be paid out by the City, either this fiscal year or 
next fiscal year, with respect to this settlement.   
 
Mr. Feld stated that he is contesting the Certificate of Habitability fees that’s in court.  Mr. 
Feld stated, in the past two week the City has started sending out notices and doing 
inspections.  Have we created a reserve to pay back inspections that were not to be done, if 
the court at some point declares them to be invalid?  Mr. Feld stated that Yolanda Williams 
suit is still pending, as well.  Mr. Feld stated, with respect to the Firemen settlement that was 
entered into on March 18th, has anyone read and understand the financial ramifications.  He 
stated, on March 21st Councilman Marable inquired as to whether or not those numbers had 
been taken into consideration in the amended budget to be voted on this night; and the 
answer was no.   
 
Mr. Feld stated that it wasn’t his attention to attack the firemen but people need to know if 
we’re creating a liability that we’ll have to pay down the road.  Will the Financial Statement 
show the City having to pay a fireman who retires or will it be funded?  
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Mr. Feld stated, in paragraph 2 of the settlement it reads, for FY 2011, Holiday pay should 
be incorporated into the base salary.  Mr. Feld asked if that meant all firemen will get a pay 
raise on July 1st Mr. Feld stated that people need to know the terms of the settlement. 

 
  Mr. Feld stated that Councilman Corbitt has asked the Administration to give him copies of 
  the overtime, and he has made OPRA requesting asking for the same but there has been no 
  response.  He then asked what happens to this two year of unfunded overtime, will become  
  liability.  Mr. Feld stated, if there is a liability at some point the tax payer will have to pay  
  and those involved already know this because they’re creating it.  Mr. Feld stated that he  
  submitted an OPRA request to see the Safer Grant but  has not seen it as of yet.  Mr. Feld  
  stated that paragraph 11 says this agreement is subject to ratification by the City and  
  FMBA.  Mr. Feld then asked if the Council had ratified this agreement because to his  
  knowledge they had not.  He stated that these are things that should be done with respect to 
  the budget to be assured all the necessary areas have been covered. 

 
Mr. Feld stated that he caught a three hundred and ninety- six thousand dollar error last 
week, on the resolution to invade the Tax Reserve, while looking through the original agenda 
packet.  He stated that someone forgot to add three zeros and Councilwoman Eason was a 
witness to the correction to be made; in order to reflect the correct amount.   Mr. Feld stated 
that it’s these little things that get us in trouble so the Council must know where they are 
procedurally.  Mr. Feld reiterated that the amended budget that Council has before them 
had been voted on March 21st.  Mr. Feld stated that he is in agreement with Councilman 
Lewis with respect to the Council pulling this resolution and starting from scratch.   
 
Mr. Feld stated that this Council will be running for election again and as of now they are on 
record for cutting police, and people are concerned for their safety.  Lastly, Mr. Feld asked 
the Council to act prudently this night. 
 
Council Vice President Marable recognized Crishelle Lytle 
 
Ms. Lytle of 694 Haxtun Avenue stated that she is a part of the Citizen Budget Advisory 
Committee and they will be presenting their recommendations and findings for the 
upcoming fiscal year budget cycle.  Ms. Lytle read the duties with respect to the CBAC.  Ms. 
Lytle stated this years CBAC meetings were conducted with the CBAC Budget Advisor and 
other financial professionals, which included the Deputy Finance Director and City Auditor.  
Ms. Lytle stated that the CBAC wanted to thank Council President Abdul-Rasheed for his 
continued support and from making these insightful meetings with financial professionals 
possible. 
 
Ms. Lytel stated that the CBAC came up with a recommendation through a number of 
activities, which include attending budget hearings, reviewed and analyzed financial 
documents, gathered information from a variety of sources, held CBAC meetings, and 
interviewed financial experts, consultants and municipal finance representatives.  Ms. Lytel 
stated that they also gather citizen comments and concerns, and communicated this 
information in person, by phone or via e-mail.  Ms. Lytel stated that the CBAC foresee the 
City going into deeper debt if they don’t get a hold on the current debt.  She stated that they 
have made recommendations to begin to combat the City’s debt.   
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Ms. Lytle stated with respect to the amended budget, what will the tax levy. 
 
Council Vice President Marable stated to his knowledge it will be 9.4 percent. 
 
Council Vice President Marable Murphy Wilson 
 
Murphy Wilson of 362 Heywood stated that it is vital to see money that was paid out or will 
be paid out in severance due to layoffs. 
 
Mrs. Wilson stated that we are nine months into the fiscal year.  She then asked how much 
have we paid out thus far. 
 
Council Vice President Marable stated that information was not known to him or the 
Council.  He then asked Mr. Lerch to respond to Mrs. Wilson’s inquiry. 
 
Mr. Lerch in response stated that the report that they provided included expenditures 
through to February 28th.   However, the exact expenditure is in his file, which was not 
readily available. 
 
Mrs. Wilson then asked Mr. Mason how much have we spent thus far into the fiscal year. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that he didn’t have expenditure report available. 
 
Mrs. Wilson asked how much we are paying for the water pump station.  She stated that the 
contractor has to be paid so how do we plan on paying for change orders, when we’re 
already over budgeted; as a million dollars to be raised by taxes is substantial. 
 
Council Vice President Marable recognized Mr. Mason 
 
Mr. Mason stated in response that Mrs. Wilson is speaking to resolution 85-2011 and the 
back up states that out of the NJEIT loan there is over a million dollar balance.  He stated 
that it is a loan from NJEIT and it has not been included as a budget item.  Mr. Mason stated 
in response to Councilman Marable and Mrs. Wilson that we will not exceed budget. 
 
Mrs. Wilson recommended that Council not approve the budget until they have the number 
that reflects what has been spent to date. 
 
Council Vice President Marable recognized Bruce Meyer 
 
Bruce Meyer of Orange, a member of the CBAC for the third year, stated that he goes 
through the budget line item by line item.  Mr. Meyer stated that we do not have a budget 
process in place, which was designed by ordinance to assure that all reports and 
expenditures are properly recorded.  However, we are now two decades behind with respect 
to the budget.  Mr. Meyer stated the CBAC and the Budget Consultant had been looking 
through what has been spent with respect to the budget, since February 28th.  Mr. Meyer 
stated that they looked at what money was spent, what money was left, trends in spending, 
and what we can hope to have in hand by the end of the year.  Mr. Meyer stated the budget 
reflects what is left and what make it possible to get through the rest of the year. 
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Mr. Meyer stated, by moving forward to a calendar year we will be working with a six month 
budget, which will allow us a better chance at receiving State Aid.  He stated that this change 
will allow us to payout bills that need to be paid and on time.  Mr. Meyer stated, going from 
July to July we stand a chance of gaining more debt.  However, going from January to 
January we stand a chance of saving millions.  Mr. Meyer stated that the amended budget 
must get passed, in order to reach the State and statutory timeline for the Finance Board, in 
order to make the switch to a calendar year. 
 
Mr. Meyer stated that our computer system needs to be revamped so that everyone can be 
provided a line item report as to what has been spent.  However, we must first pass the 
amended budget, in order to get the ball rolling. 
 
Council Vice President Marable recognized Gloria Stewart 
 
Gloria Stewart of 62 Hampton Terrace stated that we need real numbers so that we know 
where we are.  She stated that the amended budget should not be passed until the Budget 
Consultant can provide us with figures. 
 

President:  Observing no further applications from the floor, I will entertain a Motion and Second to 
close The Public Hearing on the Local Municipal Budget for the Fiscal Year 2010/2011. 

 
       Council Member:  Council President, I move that the Public Hearing be Closed. 

 
   MOTION: Eason       SECOND: Corbitt 
 

  The Acting Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   

 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Vice President Marable 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: Council President Abdul-Rasheed  
 

  Vice President Marable ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays,    
   No Abstentions and One Absence.  

 
      President: Mr. Clerk please call the roll on the Motion. 
 
      President I will entertain a Motion to Adjourn. 
 
   MOTION: Corbitt       SECOND: Eason 
 

  The Acting Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   

 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Vice President Marable 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: Council President Abdul-Rasheed  
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  Vice President Marable ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays,    
   No Abstentions and One Absence.  

 
 
           Adjourned: 8:14 PM 
 
   
   

              
 Dwight Mitchell     Hassan Abdul- Rasheed 

   Municipal Clerk     Council President 
 

   
  MINUTES APPROVAL 

 
      Passed on May 3, 2011 
  
 Public Hearing and Conference Meeting on April 5, 2011 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed cannot vote because he was not present. 
 
      Motion to Adopt: Morton     Second: Eason  
   

The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton and Williams  
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

 Absences: None 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the Motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and No Absences. 
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